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Had he waited until he returned to California, had he
waited a few circumspect months he could have avoided the
entire scandal. His marriage would have passed with brief
notice. Instead he laid himself open to attack from every
quarter. Sermons against him were preached from pulpits;
the towns of Pittsburg and Derby banned his books from the
public library, suggesting that other cities follow their lead;
syndicated dispatches were released urging the women's
clubs to cancel his lectures; many papers commented that
it was strange that persons who were unable to regulate
their own domestic affairs set themselves up as teachers of
humanity at large. Articles were written questioning the
mystery and haste of his second marriage. Miss Kittredge
was attacked for breaking up his marriage to Bessie.

Because of the conduct of their leader, the socialists of
America took severe punishment. The capitalist press
utilised the weapons at hand: "There's socialism for you!
Deserts its wife and babies . <, . sanctions immorality . . .
would bring about chaos . . . socialism is anarchism, would
destroy our civilisation ..." It was bootless for his
comrades to protest, "You cannot blame London's erratic
conduct on socialism! Socialism disapproves of this sort of
thing as vigorously as does capitalism P* Their leader had
violated certain codes, and their Cause consequently had to
suffer. Accused by his comrades of retarding the socialist
revolution in America by at least five years, he smilingly
replied, "On the contrary, I believe I still have accelerated
the revolution by at least five minutes."

Just what motivated his theatrical rush to have that
belated ceremony performed, to flaunt a new marriage in the
face of the public ? Part of it was a romantic gesture for Miss
Kittredge. Part of it was rash, impetuous thoughtlessness,
the act of a man who doesn't stop to question what the
world will think. Part of it was sheer bravado, the act of a
thick-skinned Irishman who doesn't care what it thinks.
Lastly, the immediate taking of another wife was an appease-
ment to his conscience for the wrong he had done Bessie5 and
hence all wives.